
LOCAL LEGISLATION
How News is Gathered at the

District Building.
STAR'S QUICK SERVICE

=rMAKULawr CHANGES IN THE
LAST 1 AL CENTURY.

Telegraph, Telephone, Typewriter and
Speedy Reporters Combine to

All the News.

By Charles E. Kern.
The Evening Star of December 16, 1852,

did not contain a single line of news con-

cerning the proceedings of Congress of that t
day, although both the Senate and the 4

House of Representatives were in session.
This does not indicate that The Star of that
date lacked enterprise. The fact is simply
typical of the afternoon newspaper of fifty c

years ago, and to a large degree of every
newspaper of that time. But for the after- a

noon paper especially the difficulty of se- I
curing the news on the day of its publica- e

tion was extremely difficult. 1

After half a century the first edition of 1

The Evening Star, sold on the streets of S
this city by hundreds of newsboys as early 1
as 3:40 o'clock, will be found to contain a p
very corplete record of every Important <

happening in Congress up to 3 o'clock and d

7
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a brief mention of any event of especial in- p
torest up to twenty minutes of its issuance ti
trom the press. a

I ne progr":s in the methods of handling t.
the news from the Capitol is but character-

a4Istic of the progress which has been made a
In the handling of the news from every 11

part of the world which makes it possible 1i
for the readers of The Star to be informed I1
every ev'nlrg of the happenings of the day
*verywhere. This progress has been a

triumph for mechanical Invention, for with-
out the thousands of app!iances for the
rapid transmission of news, and for Its &
prompt pub:leation. the greatest enterprise
on the part of newspaper managers and
5ewsgath er(rs wond have haen barren of
result". Th' mranne.r in which the news of
Congre-s 1s hanied for publention in The
Star shows thatt every step of progress in
sneehanicaIinventio.n has been promptly r
Utilized.
Growth of Afternoon N~ewspapers.. e
While the special facilities of The Star for a

re-.5

AQUEDUCT BEIDE

the hand.ling of fate news are probably un-
equated by any newspaper of the country,
yet to a large extent this progress charac-
terizes the dhange that has taken place in
the publication of afternoon newspapers
everywhere and accounts for the increasing
numtxr of such newspapers, compared with
mnorning pubications, as shown by a bul-
latin recently issued by the director of the
twelfth census. The growth of afternoon
paper. has been miost pronounced during
the last twernty-five years. as tt has been
during that period that the gre'atest prog-
rss has been made in the prompt handling
of the news. In. 1900 in twenty-six of the
largest cities of the United States there
were 332 doily newspsapers. Of that num-
ber 175 were published in the evening and
257 in the morning. A. late am 1890 of the
660 daily papers published In these 28 cIties
168 were issuod in the morning and but 146
ln the evening. The change thart has taken
place ince 1880 Is still greater. in that year
there were published 217 daily pap irs, of2
which number but 98 were issued in the
evening. In 1900 of 58 daily newspapers of
New York oity 29 were published in the
smorning and 29 in the evening; in (bioago
of 87 papers but 16 were issued in the morn-
ba and 21 in the evening, while Philadel-

~'awith 21 daily papers had 11 publiased
the evening. The constantly growing

popularity of the. afternoon paper esa edS-
b' be understood6, It gives to tihe publa. on
the day of its happening. the new, that to
* a--- MM '0 mE" tined in the morning

It newspaper progrss abows bow m b"e
been acompliheL.

.In I peeople Ws wMed to be lafemed
pon tie news at COimeress of ne
pended to afarge extent japon the Gfois
with which Congress had a contract for
publishing a report of 'the proceedings of
he Beniete and th House ot Representa-
ives. lhe Globe was publabed whenever
there was in hahd sufclent copy to make
dight pages of the paper. its issuance was
:onsequently at Irregular periods. Today
he newspaper reports or congressional pro-
eedlngs are so complete that few men in
longress, or men who carefully watch the
)roceedings of the Senate and House, find
t necessary to consult the offlicial publi-
ation contained in the Record.
ongressional News Before the War.
The accommodations for press correspond-
,nts made by Congress when the present
egilative halls were first occupied showed
he esteem in which the news. service was
add, and was almost as great as is re-

tired today. But there was a lck of all
other facilities which are now so common
'or the prompt transmission of news. The
work now done by means of the telegraph
Lnd the telephone was then performed by
he slow-going malls. This operated against
very newspaper in the country, and even
within sight of the Capitol the conditions
were such as to make It impossible to pub-
lah information of events on the days they
ecurred. The Capitol was separated from
.he Star office. for a day or two located
t the corner of 8th and D streets and then
or a few years on the south side of D
treet just west of 12th street north-
rest, by about . mile of muddy road-
ray. and even had a mounted messen-
er service been provided it would still have
een impossible to prepare the paper for
ublication with ..ae meager facilities that
haracterized the printing office of that
ay, and it would have been still more im-
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rssible to promptly deliver the edition had
Le size of the population warranted such
service. But there was no haste to read
Le news. The newspapers the people were
.customed to centained dignified state-
ents of w'hat had taken place, with date
aes as far removed from the time of pub-
,ation as It took the malls to cover the
itervening distance.

Reporting District Legislation.
Today the facilities provided for promptly
lacing every happening at the Capitol be-
>re the subscribers of The Star form the
Lost complete system that it has been pos-
ble to devise, both in its personnel and
the mechanical facilties necessary for

nducting tihe work. The gathering of
sws at the Capitol is specialized to a large
ictent. Local legislation has always been

scognized as of the greatest Importance to
ie readers of The Star, and while all gen-
ral matters receive attention, no event is
y great as to cause any neglect of ques-
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ons that affect the interests of the Dis-
ltof Columbia.

In the Senate and in the House of Repre-
atatives special reporters are delegated to

sep in close touch with every happening,

11.b with a general line of work for which

e is 'held responsible, although each is at

i1 Sines alive to the "news," whatever Its

ature. The work of this corps of speelal
sporters is done in conjunction with the

ews service provided by the Associated
Tesm, whida covers matters of genera in-

wrest and which i the result of the comn-

hued effort of a large and efficient corps of

towqspae men, all acting in harmony with

pecial reporter. and for the purpose of pe-

enting tlo the readers of The Star a corn-
Ioete word pictur'e of every event of han-

ortance that takes place not only during

he sessions of Congress. but also in the

ixty-four committees of the Senate and the

ixty-dva committees of the Hiouse of Rep-

ementatives, besides the innumerable con-

erences that are constantly going on in

'elation to matters of legislation. In fifty

ears the numbers of tfhese committees have

een doubled, end tdheir work has muttiplied

many fold. The Increase in the lggislative
work has been stili greater. The Thirtieth

30ngrenaoted m0 general acts, 64 pen-

han bils S reuuialtions. In the fst

l~eao aloe. of the present Congress MAt

we astel. In'the Haof-eespre-

noatves these were introames and te
aine euset at east .essMev. 1585 Wi.,
lat airneet umar taoe -sm beterp-the

Ismt. Thh -sess Iataesnase been

bilam gqprssaan e t mae lint

~~. 410 b~1601enOw.bowabelteubhem0 MWQAM& ha r**egaanto I"Mio int1S~ieUU Of 0% e

-pl to t tweL a evely sAa O.
Its progras hrw have bees In WA1e f -

tian eM at by subeomttees,
abd W She enate and House 4
tavfts with de. lIWaf *a*' de~
that migt fteet It, or upoeth
of those wio have had it In chUge, In 46-
vance of action.

Rapid Transit of News.
The methods of transmitting the proceed-
igs of Congress to The Star ofte in vogue
today render the service as prompt as If
the editorial and composing rooms of The
Star were located In the Capitol Itself. The
telephone is dependea upon for transmit-
ting all late news. This Is a private line
running from the reportorial rooms of The
Star to the corridors outside the galleries
of the Senate and House of Representatives.
In the progressive steps of reporting the
messenger of foot has been displaced by
the lithe boy who can drive a bicycle from
Capitol Hill to The Star building in a few
minutes, and the telegraph, requiring the
writing of dispatches before they could be
forwarded, has been supplanted by a sys-
tem of dictation from the Capitol to ex-

pert typewriters who sit in the reportorial
rooms of The Star. Those who know' the
difficulties attending the getting of late
news to afternoon papers, and hve not
kept in touch with the modern methods
pursued by The Star, would be surprised
to know how readily complete reports of in-
cidents, occurring as late as 3 o'clock, are

transmitted to The Star, rushed to the
desks of editors, sent shooting through
pneumatic tybes to the composing room,

prepared for the forms by means of the
most approved typesetting machines, stere-
otyped and hurried to the presses, so that
before a witness t an Interesting scene at

1'
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the Capitol could walk down Pennsylvania I
avenue and tell the story of the day to his r

friends it Is related in the columns of The I
Star and being hurried to all -parts of the r

city. 9

Some years ago, when the telephone was I
young and its possibilities only beginning z

to develop, a reporter of a paper in this I
city, upon seeing the editor obliged to leave r

his desk and go to a telephone that was c

used by every one in the building, remark-
ed that it would be desirable to have an 9
"exchange" established so that the editorial
and reportorial rooms, the business office I
and other portions of the establishment t
might each be served with a private 'phone I

without the necessity of any one leaving the .r
room in which ho was working. The sug-t
gestion was laughed at as visionary. To c
have a telephone in the building was re- i
garded as such a great advance over the c
former condition that to talk of having t
one In each room seemed absurd. t
Today the reportorial force at Capitol,

by means of _The Star's private telephone
System, has constantly a means of coommu-
nication with every editor of the paper,
without the necessity of calling any one
from his desk. The private telephone lines
connecting various news bureaus of The
tar in this city also permit a quick com-

minnication between reporters widely sepa-
rated, which often proves of great news
walue. The telephone not only facilitates
the handling of late news, but is in the
truest sense a labor-saving machine. The
olumn article that would require an hour

of labor to write is disposed of In twenty
mninutes without fatigue and so gives the
eporter an opportunity to d'avote his
thought to other matters.
Within the past two years Congress has
extended the telephone service at the Oapi-
tol so that practically every committee room
in the building can be connected with the
private telephone system of The Star at a
mnoment's notice. When committees are
sitting behind closed doors, or when an ex-
ecutive session of the Senate makes It Im-
possible for a reporter to reach some of the
conmittee rooms, the telephone establishes
communication in a way that nothing else
could do.

Beporting the Schley Court.
A notable example of the manner in which
the telephone permits the prompt handlIng
of news was given at the time the Schley
court of inquiry was sitting at the navy

IsBtah.iat euM

me

-,reasme tseuelytitiloophoned tA 16i1
baruilding, w ft was tpewrfte by

probbl the mofezpert operator late
Alty, who made eoord, equal to
that of an and oft-
Wced edby aourse, was reddy to
)a sent at once erators of the type-
etting machines. On that occasion the ar-
pment of Mr. Rayner. counsel for Admiral
5chley, was begun thirty-five minutes be-
ore noon on November 6, 1901.
Tiwo reporters alternated in qpnkng steno-
ipic notes of the proceedings and tele-
Phoning was begun twenty minutes before
oon. At 8:17 o'clock the report of the day
was concluded. This made the time during
which the entire work was done three hours
Lnd twelve minutes, Including all Interrup-
ions. The readers of The Star who nur-
based the paper at 8:40 o'clock found a
til report of the proceedings running
hrough nearly seven columns of the paper.
Juring the actual dictation of- the report
he typewritten copy was made at the rate
f nearly eighty words per minute. The
work required no special reportorial skill,
mut was a result of the use of the best me-
fhanica facilities In handling the news.
)nly a few years ago It would have been
ractically Impossible to secure such re-
mits, and only a brief report could have
een made.

Associated Press Facilities.
The special facilities of The Star for se-

suring the news of Congress go side by side
with the excellent system off the Associated
?rese. The special wire of the Associated

_g.*ress over which its news servIce Is trans--
11tted to Its offices on the s-econd floor of

eStar building is also run through the

eportDrial1 rooms of The Star, where an op-
r'ator is available for receiving late dis-
atches directly from the Capitol. But at
11 times a pneumatic tube service, connect-
2g The Star office and the Associated Press

Doms ediminates delay In the transmission

f copy.
When it Is considered that before the hour
'he Star goes to press nearly all the Im-
ortant news of the day occurs, and when
s admirable system for its collection and
r-ansmission are considered, It Is but nat-
ral that It should be the most popular

ewspperoftis ity.Thee sems t tis

im u ite ob oe fr hefr

fn mrvmeti hsexeln ev

:e u ti oal ta nteyast
om thr ilb tl retrfclte o

b-6ai rnmsinadpbiaino

rn eor ofcTis ntar sinvce .' trala-

athe firsct fone the apit. Bta
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Development at the Na11, the Unior
Station Project and Other

Local Improvements.

Mr. Charles Moore. a member of the Dis
trict parking commission, and clerk to the
Senate committee on the District of Colum
bla, rat I a paper Thursday before the
American Institute of Architects which re

LA

lated solely to tne plans under way for the
Improvement of the national capital. Mr.
Moore said:
A litUe less thigh a year ago one of the

most brilliant and most successful mem-
bers of the American Institute of Architects
Came to Washington to see the models and
drawings prepared under the direction of
the park commisolor:. -le was en his way
Lo Italy for nceded rest, and aiso for study
that would be helpful in his profession. At
the time of his visit the exhibition was
being made ready at the Corcoran Gallery
of Art, but enough pictures were on the
walls to give a fair idea of the lines along
which the commission had worked. Six
months later this same architect, being
again in the city, said: "That haisty and in-
complete view I obtained of the work of
the park commission made a radical dif-
ference In my visit to Europe. I had never
before appreciated the relations between
landscape and architecture. The park plans
enable me to see Italy and Paris with new
eyes, and thereby added vastly to my en-
joyment and b'enefit."
This instance Is not exceptional. The park

plans came at a time when architects all
over the land were beginning to feel that
It was their duty, and that it might also be-
Come their privilege, to consider not alone
the individual client, but also the people as
a body; and especially that public buildings
should be so placed as to enhance the
unity, the dignity and the beauty of the
city. Years of abundance have piled up
Capital and interest is low: and it is now
both possible and profitable to build not
alone for the present generation, but also
for poeterity. The only element now needed
to accomplish in the United States results
surpassingly great is a keen but friendly
rivalry among cities to surpass one another
in civic beauty and dignity, as well as in
comierce and manufactures. Having se-
cured the power to live, it now remains to
cultivate the joy of living. This is to be
attained by making beauty a part of the
every day life of all the citizens. To this
end no one thing contributes more than
beautiful buildings beautifully placed, and
ample parks adapted to the refreshmncnt of
both the mind and the body. Unless the
Washington park plans shall point the way
to the study and practice of civic beauty
throughout the Ulited States they will fail
of their highest results. In this work the
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American Institute of Architects, which
wasn so potent a factor in originating the

~kcommission, has a duty to perform
isd too obvious to need argument.
-Placed on Exhibition.

The models, pictures, maps and plans II-
lgtrating the work of the District of Co-
lumbia park commission were exhibited at
the Corcora~n Gallery of Art for six weeks,
beginning on January 15, 1902, and on the
same day the preliminary reports of the
Benate committee on the District of Co-
hufbla and of the park commission were

submitted to Congress by Senator McMillan.
President Roosevelt and the members of his
abinet were present at the opening of the

exhibition; and as opportunity has offered
the members of the administration have
gven to the commission and to the plans
earty, intelligent, effective aid and sup-

port.
It was never for a moment the purpose of
enator McM4llan to seek the formal ap-

proval of Congress for plans which had
required to produce the experience and
training of years and the intense and ab-
sorbing study of months on the part of men
who had achieved the highest measure of
success in their life work. To understand
the plans requires patient study; because
they aim not only to satisfy the eye train-
ed to the perceptiqa of beauty, but they
also make a direct appeal to te intellect,
by reason of their reasonableness and of
the historic consciousness which they em-
body.
Qaestions of art and taste are not proper
ubjects for discussion by any deliberative
body, ad Congress is accustomed to refer
Bach questions to comrmittees or commis-
sons and to accept or l'eject an individual

poetat the time when the question of
aknan appropriation for it comes up.
mroemany portions of the plana do

St need specific congressional action, but
~vbe carried out by the head of one r
other of the executive departments, by

lh Va.imsiotners of the District of Colum-
the secretary of the Smithsonian Insti-

ttion, or the officer In chageof public
buildings end grounds, provide the partie-
Iar Individual has taken the pains to in-
ras himselt as .to the plans and Is in

eptywith the project. Happily thus
onyone officer of the government has
ieatndwho Is- not both willing and
asigsrouy out the plans of the park

9I, dsesopment of the inan system sub-
jeastialy along the lines laid down by
PeteChastes L'Untant under the immnedi-
g-'dretioRs ad supervision of Georg
V*Ingtea and Thesses jEfsson is by
ee~.=a easm the hmosean in the r
thes aspms tie fture of thq pat a

emuibi. I

tomese "aft eostaa n eon

sot Paru est
W.111m5 ~ny rtsre and edessamiinnt

Vemm~t of the mA is It
bythe .o the espital,theenaealt th raaoadfrom the
Lithe nnosenp to any adequedevelopamnt of What mayproperty called the dynamic force of t
plans prepared by the park eomm=si
combined with the pereuastve powers

the chairman of that body, is shown by t
fact that'asa part of the report is a re
monable preposition on the part of t
Pennsylvania Railroad Company not os
to sacrifice its commercially strategic po
tion- in the mall, but also to go to great 4
pense in promoting the general scheme
erecting at a point selected by the co1
minaton a union railway station of such I
chitectural character and so fitted and f]
nished as to be an adequate and suital
gateway to the capital of the Unit
States.

Union Station Project.
The proposed union station. in sine lar

than the Capitol by eight feet and ei
inches, will accommodate not only t
seven railroads now entering the Distr
of Columbia. but provision is also made I
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the, accogimodation of any ne'w road whi
may secure hereafter the right to constru
ies lines Into the District; and the nation
character of the structure will be reco
nized both by the monumental character
the .building itself and its location in'rel
tion to the Capitol. and also by certain a
rangements within the structure where1
the President and guests of state will ha
separate and suitable acconmodat i
w-hn ter-: cr hgh'e 'ty of W
ington.
A bill to carry out these Ideal arrang

ments having passed the Snato and havi:
been reported to the House with the una
imous favorable rerommendation of I
cornnittpe on the Dicstrlct of Columbia
that body, the successful outcome of th
project before the 4th of March may be a
ticipated with confidence.
The main axis of the great compositi

designed by the park commission as tl
completion of the L'Enfant Plan has for I
beg-inning the Capitol and for its center tl
the integrity of the composition that V
western limit of the axis shall be marko
by an object worthy to stand with the tv
great structures mentioned. This end on
accomplished, the result must be a civ
composition the greatest in extent kroo
to the modern world. After mature cons
eration and after consultation with tho
In position to give advice on such a subj
the commission recommended that the ma
axis be terminated with a suitable mem,
rial to the one man in our national histol
who by common consent shares pre-en
nence with George Washington-to Abr
ham Lincoln.

Meets With Hearty Response.
This suggestion met a prompt rerponse

the part of Congress; a Lincoln memorl
commission was created and $25,000 appr
priated to provide for plans. The consult
tions already held give promise that t1
type of memorial proposed (a great porti
in the Doric or the Corinthian order) a!

the location sugg~sted by the park commi
sion will be recommended to Congrese.
these vitws shall be accepted, then the ul
mate development of the space from t
monumcnt westward to the Potomac-
area a mile in leng-th-must proceed a
cording to the plans of the commission.
On the west front of the Capitol groun

the commission has laid out Union Squai

AVY EUILDING ANDh COBCORA!W

Ias it has named It, a space resembllh
the Place de la Concorde In Paris; and th
area It would adorn with statues<
Grant and his two great lieutenants. She
man and Sheridan. The, Grant statue<
memorial has been provided for, and it
within the power of the statue commissi<
to locate it in the space recommended
the park commission. There is reason1
believe that this location will he the one s
lected, and thus another stake will
driven. The location of Sheridan on Grant
left should follow without question, sina
no action on that project has been take!
Nor should there be great difficulty
changing the location of the still uncon
pleted statue of Sherman to a site<
Grant's right. The present location on tV
axis of the Treasury is the culmination
the long series of blunders and misfortune
that have Attended this statue-from its 11
ception. No comic opera contains a moi
absurd conceit than the position- gravel
maintained In connection with the Sherma
statue, namely, that on the death of ti
artist a connission to execute a work of s
becomes an asset of his estate, to be trad<
on by the heirs as their art knowledge-
lack of it-may dictate and the funds
their disposal may permit. Aaded to th
absurdity in' the location of the statue
William Tecumseh Sherman in John She
man's rightful place. It is quite unnecel
sary to discuss the pedestal that has bee
prepared for the Sherman statue. It speal
for Itself most loudly. It Is to be hope
that the whole business 'will prove an awfi
and an effective warning.

Two Gateways to Washngton.
TurnIng now to a ple-==nter theme: TI

proposed union station has been adverted I
as the gateway of Washington. There is
gateway by water as well as by Ian
Where the Anacostia joins the Potomac
the long, narrow space, beautiful for situs
tion, .known as the Washington barracks
and there Congress' bas provided for til
construotion of the Army War College as
the School of Application for the Corps<
E!ngineers. The main college building, wit
Its formal gardens, will look down the Pc
tomac to the old town of Alexandria. ric
in colonial memories, and on toward Mour
Vernon, the extreme southeastern limit '
the propoed park system. The officers
quarters, flnktIng the parade grounds, wi
present along the river front a series .

porticoes with their line of white oo~uma
standing In order ikse a regiment ondr
parade. This work is now being c~i
out according to plans enently -satisfo
tory to the eamgamisis
In the eshss for th voiet of th
maltheeb otipe alohg each

wets aiJ*reet outh~ Se

miiwmme ansiamann a Paft mid -be sth heere
4t an he 5eeth ds of th mef. Osmga
:1W prevued alms for aiaan ae a new bund

to the evererew"da NatI M.
sena: bot. unfoetunately. it Isnw genteam-

he plate that thi buildimn shall be at brish
we and tern Cotta. In eas this Mam sha
Vll prevaT. the series on the naothwseId4 of
4 the =all (where the new bendin N te
be stand) Will begin with a Seress hadiP
he The problem now is to sake At apparent
in, to Congress that a great and important
of museum building should have a Gharactep
he of its own In keeping with the treasures
a- displayed within its walle ad worthy of thd
he government it represents. Those who base
ily Immediate charge of the work are fuy
91- alive to the situation.
X- As Is well known, the comn.issein' plans
by contemplate the prsehage of the squares
n- mouth of Pennsyivania fr m the Treasury
r- Department to the Capitol. and the erection
ar- thereon of public or quam-publi buildingo,
)le among them a manselpal b.ung for the
ed District of Columbia. The ideal location ter

the District building is the site now eecu-
pied by Center Market; but the Importu-

rer nate condition of the District in respect
to a public building was such as to leadht Congress to order the purchase of the

he square between 1% and 14th streets, and
let the competitive plane for the new struc-
'or ture will be exhibited to the Imambes -f

%a

chthe institute at this meeting. Thus, while
et a departure is made from the exact site.
al the adherence to the general scheme Is
g- most gratifying.
a- Continental Hall.
r- In this connection it is worthy of record
)Y that the Daughters of the American Revo-
2 lution, moved by a desire to aid In the
.r fini:rovemaen end a'1tew A' n 'y
a sense of future advantage to thtir own

c- cause, have purchased as a site for th# ir
Contineital Hall square 173. the s. cw-l
square- south of the Corcoran (abery of At.

ie This location, facing the White Lot, is ci r-Oftan to l.c e a most dt siralie site fbr a
S senmi-publie building. It Is to he hopt d that

oth' r soch its will acquire the two L s t, -

macnings,And that due regard will be iid>n for archittectural effect, so as to sycure
le harmony among the buildings forming thists
ls portOn of the park system.

An important, even an essential, f.-ature
of the park plans is the rec!amation of the
flats of the Anacostia, or Eastern branch
of the Potqmac river, a project divided as

l to its cost. The improvement of the- lowe r
stretch of the river be!ongs to the ia-

I_
tional government proper, and the army
engineers have long had plans for dredging

rt the stream and depositing the soil behind
in channel walls of stone. The recnt river
I- and harbor act carriks an initial appropria-
-y tion of $15'1,00U for this portion of the work.
i- and contracts are now in process of award.
.- Along the upper stretches of the river the

Improvement Is a District of Columbia
matteP. The commission recommended as
at once the least expensive and the most

in effective treatment the creation of a water
a! park, the waters being held back by a dam
0_and islands being created by dredging, as

the topography permits.
2e Resultants of Coincident Movements.
to The Senate committee on the District of
id Columbia in its report calls attention to the
5- fact that the plans of the park commission
i were the resultant of two coincident move-

ments-one technical in character, being
in the action of the American Institute of
c- Architects at Its annual meeting two years

ago: the other a popular movement for the
is embellishment of the national capital. set-e, on foot at the time of the celebration of the
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ig hundredth anniversary of the removal of
is the seat of government to the District ofo~f Columbia. Among the objects proposed at
r- that celebration was the restoration ot the
)r White House as the residence of the Presi-
Is dent of the United States, a project the tm-
mn perative nature of which was already ree-
'y ognized by Congress. By reason of a mostto fortunate chain of circumstances a Presi-e- dent alive to the importance of having these work done In the most thorough and artistia
's manner came to be intrusted with the task.:e It is in no way invidious to say that if the
a.- selection of an architect for this delicate
in undertaking bad been left to this body the
3- choice would have been the man whom
in President Roosevelt did select-the president
ie of the Institute of American Architects.
af How well he has carried out the work, with
a what thorough respect for the traditions of
3- the house, with what comprehensive knowi-
-e edge of the universal language of his pro-Ty fession. with 1rhat noble self-restraint he
n has subosrdinated decoration to architect-

ture, and with what modesty he has made
Sthe' old mansion speak its own speech and

-not that of an Individual architect-all>these things you may see for' yourselves.
aThe importance of the work on the WhiteIsHouse by way of teaching the highest les-

rsons of dignity, restraint and historic ,tra-
dition, coming as it does at the very begin-

n ning of what we fondly hope Is a .new era
in Washington, cannot be overestimated.

d To link the age that is past' with the age
that is waiting before us has been the coi-
stant endeavor of the park commission; and
the restoration of the White House aftords
a supreme example of such continuity.

sO Progrees of lans.
0Thus brieny and lspperfectly, I have

a sketched for your enourmgement the prog-
- ream of plane as yet searcely a year old. In
Sthis connection I cannot -forbjear to advert
Lto the fact that. thn one man In Congress
Swith whom the woalk of restoring the L'En-
sfant plan and carrying it to its ultimata
dconclusion through the plane of the perk
hcommissica was a passion has passed
~from the iseam of endeavor. Buddenty, un-

h expectedly, at the mnoment af highst an-
t fulness and prm.g and just as he was be-
~ginning to she tha fuMmaint of plas ad
upurposes pursued thesush thirteen years et
Sstrenuous and '"t'g--* effort. senator
a mcmlan' seer e- earth was termtinated.
SIt had been his spectation to press upo

* the attestioja et OCagrees at-this session a
c.omhlnation of aR the. scattered authdre-
ties ever isiit Wam and reservations,e and toeetea sgebdy eeable of e-

p ple~mg flspeitot ee the deta~s n


